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Saint Matthew’s Church 

Good Friday 

March 29, 2024 • Twelve noon 

Good Friday 

 On this day the ministers enter in silence.  All then kneel for silent prayer, 
after which the Celebrant begins the liturgy with the Collect of the Day. 

 

 Officiant  All we like sheep have gone astray;  

   we have turned every one to his own way,  

 People And the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

       

 Let us pray  

Almighty God, we beseech you graciously to behold this your family, 

for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and giv-

en into the hands of  sinners, and to suffer death upon the Cross; 

who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.  

  

 

The First Lesson:  Genesis 22:1-18                          ESV                p. 16   

 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 

And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son 

Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there 

as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 

So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two 

of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 

the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told 

him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place 

from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 

donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to 

you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 

Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they 
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went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My 

father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and 

the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, 

“God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So 

they went both of them together. 9 When they came to the place of which 

God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in or-

der and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 

10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his 

son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay 

your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear 

God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was 

a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the 

ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abra-

ham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to 

this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”15 And the an-

gel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, 

“By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this 

and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, 

and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the 

sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of 

his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be 

blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”   

 

 

The Second Lesson:  Hebrews 10:1-25                   ESV   p.1006 

For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of 

the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are 

continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. Other-

wise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, hav-

ing once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 

But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is im-
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possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Consequent-

ly, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings 

you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt of-

ferings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, 

‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,  as it is written of me in 

the scroll of the book.’” When he said above, “You have neither desired 

nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin 

offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, 

“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in 

order to establish the second. And by that will we have been sanctified 

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every 

priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, 

which can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all 

time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 

waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for 

his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who 

are being sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for af-

ter saying, “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those 

days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write 

them on their minds,” then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their 

lawless deeds no more.” Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no 

longer any offering for sin. Therefore, brothers, since we have confi-

dence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and liv-

ing way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 

flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us 

draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 

pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without waver-

ing, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up 

one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as 

is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 

you see the Day drawing near. 
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The Gospel: John 19:1-37                                               ESV      p. 905 

The customary responses before and after the Gospel are omitted.  The congre-
gation remains seated for the first portion of the passion and all stand at the 
verse which mentions the arrival at Golgotha. 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  

 

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. And the soldiers twisted to-

gether a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a 

purple robe. They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

and struck him with their hands. Pilate went out again and said to them, 

“See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no 

guilt in him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the 

purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” When the chief 

priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify 

him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I 

find no guilt in him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and ac-

cording to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the 

Son of God.” When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more 

afraid. He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are 

you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer.  So Pilate said to him, “You 

will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release 

you and authority to crucify you?”  Jesus answered him, “You would 

have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from 

above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If 

you release this man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes 

himself a king opposes Caesar.”  So when Pilate heard these words, he 

brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called 

The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha.  Now it was the day of 

Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the 

Jews, “Behold your King!”  They cried out, “Away with him, away 

with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your 



                                                                                                                                                                                                        6 

King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”  So he 

delivered him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus,  and he 

went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, 

which in Aramaic is called Golgotha.  

(All Stand) 

There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and 

Jesus between them.  Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the 

cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”  Many of the 

Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was 

near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek.  So 

the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of 

the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’”  Pilate an-

swered, “What I have written I have written.” When the soldiers had cru-

cified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one 

part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in 

one piece from top to bottom,  so they said to one another, “Let us not 

tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the 

Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among them, and for 

my clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers did these things, but standing 

by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother and 

the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, 

“Woman, behold, your son!”  Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 

mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.  Af-

ter this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the 

Scripture), “I thirst.”  A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a 

sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth.  

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  Since it was the day of Prepara-

tion, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath 

(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs 

might be broken and that they might be taken away.  So the soldiers came 

and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified 
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with him.  But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already 

dead, they did not break his legs.  But one of the soldiers pierced his 

side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.  He who 

saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is 

telling the truth—that you also may believe.  For these things took 

place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be 

broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him 

whom they have pierced.” 

 

Homily        The Rev. E. Ragland Coxe 

 

                     

                BCP 

The Solemn Collects               566  

Devotion Before The Cross             571 

The Reproaches (Hold response until the end  of all reproaches)      572 

Anthem 1  & Anthem 2              574 

The Lord’s Prayer               576 

Concluding Prayer               577 

 

The people remain kneeling as the altar party processes out. 

 

ALL LEAVE IN SILENCE 

 

 

Please join us at 5:00 p.m. for Stations of the Cross.  We will meet in 
the Parish Hall. 

 

Please join us tonight at 6:00 PM at First Baptist Church for “Words 
From the Cross” 
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 Parish Calendar 

 Saturday, March 30 10-12   Easter Egg Hunt at  

      Robby & Mary Deane Kilgo’s Home  

      

Sunday,  March 31 Easter Sunday– He is Risen! 

    7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service in the Courtyard 

    9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

    10:30 a.m. Line up for Flowering of Cross 

    11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (In-Church and Virtual) 

      (Over-flow in Parish Hall)  

  

  

                           Today            

           

LAY READER:    Carol Hill (L) 

BISHOP OF ADOSC :                   The Rt. Reverend Chip Edgar 

RECTOR:             The Rev. E. Ragland Coxe 

DEACON:                    The Rev. Frank Stoda, Jr.  

ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER:        Dr. Will Carswell 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR:              Jennifer Cashwell 

COMMUNICATIONS:             Janet Stoda 

NURSERY:             Mary Ervin 

SEXTON:                                              Nathaniel Joe 

 

 

 Vestry: 

Sr. Warden-Stewart Smith    Jr. Warden-Steve Smith    Treasurer-Sonia Wenteler 

 

            2025       2026        2027 

                                    William Kirven IV   John Dexter  Jane Early 

                                  Debbie Spinazzola   Bill Ervin  Mary Beth Gardner 

                                   Perry Wilson   Joanne Robertson Shari Stokes 

      Church Website:  www.saintmatthews.us  

 

THE PURPLE FISH COFFEE COMPANY: 

Location: 110 W. Hampton St., Darlington, SC 29532  843-944-0315 

Hours:  Monday – Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 


